THE BACKGROUND IN RUSSIA
periodical fairs all over North-Western Europe and
England. When at last the Crusades against Islam had
managed to reopen the Eastern Mediterranean to
Western commerce, these cities, with their populations
of little craftsmen, grew in importance and imported
Oriental metal goods, spices and precious stones (for
the use of the feudal nobility and the rich bankers) and
other products of the East, including carpets and
weapons, in exchange for the textiles and wool of
Western Europe.
These two developments, namely, of feudalism and
of trading cities based on handicrafts, are of profound
importance in contrast with the development of
Russian society. In the first place, the initial reliance of
the people of the West upon the produce of the soil,
with its parallel development of feudalism, scarcely
took place in Russia at all. In the second place, when
trading and the crafts developed in Western Europe in
the tenth and eleventh centuries in the cities, they were
essentially based upon skilled work, the fashioning of
raw materials into finished products by a special class
of persons, the new burgher class. It was out of this
master and apprentice and small trading class that
emerged, first the Medieval city communes, with their
revolutionary charters of freedom from the local kings,
who lived out in the countryside, and ultimately the
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